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Uncovering some secrets ab out local history
By Don S ta ru k

Andover resident C lifford W rigley 
was in the midst of writing a book on 
philosophy when he was ambushed hy 
an Indian named Culshamache.

Mr. Wrigley, 70, a retired art profes­
sor who fancies himself a philosopher, 
was doing research in the .Jamaica 
Plain Public Library six years ago for a 
book he was going lo call Down the 
Muddy River, after a body of water in 
Boston, when he stumbled across Cut 
shamache, the Indian king of the Mas­
sachusetts Indians who sold Andover 
lo the white man for six pounds of gold 
and a coat. He recognized Cut 
shamache as the same man depicted on 
Andover’s town seal holding the gold 
and the coat, and pointing across the 
Shawsheen River toward the h ills  o f 
what is now Andover Center.

Curious about the Indian king, Mr. 
Wrigley set the philosophy book aside 
lor what he thought would be about a 
year w h ile  he took a side tr ip  into 
Andover’s history. Six years later, Mr. 
Wrigley is still about a year away from 
publish ing a new hook called Six  
Pounds of Gold and a Coat, about Cut­
shamache, the settling of Andover and 
subsequent events.

Items he’s uncovered in his research 
include that the first white settlement 
o f Andover was in 1629, the same 
decade the pilgrims landed on the coast 
and that some Indians in New England 
were cannibals, often keeping victims, 
Indian or white men, tied to a tree for 
up to three days while they ate them 
alive.

This week, Mr. Wrigley talked with 
the Townsman about a more tame sub­
ject, the true orig in of the picture on 
Andover’s town seal, Cutshamache’s 
likeness, and successive versions of the 
seal. He was happy to relate that much 
o f his research on the seal came 
through reading old Townsmans, from 
the late 1890s through the 1960s.

The scene depicted on the seal is the 
event Andover w ill be celebrating in 
1996 during the 350th anniversary of 
the sale of the land of Andover, North 
Andover and South Lawrence, proba­
bly in 1642, but acknowledged officially 
in 1646 by Cutshamache in the General 
Court in Boston, according to M r. 
Wrigley.

“This was a surprisingly successful 
investigation. No one was more sur­
prised than me. The reason was not 
great investigation work, but that no 
one had ever investigated it before. 
And I stumbled upon one surprising 
discovery after another,” Mr. Wrigley 
said.

Three people are credited by the 
Andover Historical Society as having 
designed the o r ig in a l town seal, 
according to Mr. Wrigley.

“But an examination of the evidence 
reveals that all three had made copies 
after the original, and after one anoth­
er, and the id e n tity  o f the o r ig in a l 
designer has remained a mystery,” he 
said.

“The original design was probably 
made in 1894, possibly in 1895, but it
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T h is  is  th e  o r ig in a l  d e s ig n  f ro m  
w h i c h  t h e t w o  c u r r e n t l y  u s e d  
o f f ic ia l  v e r s io n s  o f  t h e  A n d o v e r  
T o w n  S ea l w e re  m a d e .

C liffo rd  W rig ley  o f  A n d o v e r  is  w r i t in g  a  b o o k  a b o u t  A n d o v e r ’s  h i s to ­
ry . H ere , b e  s t a n d s  by  th e  to w n  s e a l ,  a  m o s a ic  o n  th e  f lo o r  in  th e  
e n tra n c e  to  O ld T o w n  H a ll o n  M a in  S tre e t .

was definitely completed in the form  of 
a cloisonne pin in 1895 fo r the 250th 
anniversary celebration o f A ndover’s 
incorporation in 1896.”

Three of these pins can be seen on a 
card at the Andover 1 Iis torica l Society, 
according to Mr. W rigley.

The pin was designed hy J.E. W h it­
ing, an Andover jew eler fo r 46 years, 
who had a shop in  the bu ild ing next to 
Old Town Hall at the corner o f M a in  
and Barnard streets.

"I was able to find, in old Townsman 
files, a su rp ris ing ly  complete b iog ra ­
phy of J.E. W hiling, and his fam ily  and 
the ir fam ily  tree, and a statement in 
W hiting 's words as to where he drew 
the scene fro m  and w h a t eve n t the 
scene depicts,” Mr. W rigley said.

“ 1 have a le tte r fro m  M r. (James) 
Batchelder o f the A ndover H is to rica l 
Society, who 1 believe is th e ir  p res i­
dent-elect, to the effect that he has read 
my docum entation on th is  and I am 
‘correct,’ "  Mr. W rigley said.

Mr. W hiting's is the o rig ina l design 
a fte r w h ich  the tw o c u rre n t o ff ic ia l 
versions were made, and a fte r w hich 
as many as 50 other versions have been 
made fo r such purposes as fire fig h te r’s 
and police o fficer’s badges, town veh i­
cle decals, town pub lica tions, school 
build ings, and other decorations.

“ W hiting probably stood on Ind ian 
R idge to  make h is  o r ig in a l ske tch , 
above the Shawsheen R ive r opposite 
the entrance o f Roger’s Brook into the 
Shawsheen,”  Mr. W rigley said.

Hundreds or even thousands o f the 
o r ig in a l pins bearing Cutsham ache’s 
likeness were probably made fo r the 
250th anniversary celebration and fin d ­
ing one is s till not uncom m on today, 
according to Mr. Wrigley.

“ W h itin g  sold them  fo r  25 cen ts 
each,”  he said.

M r. W rig le y  c re d its  a co lu m n  by 
Bessie P. Goldsmith, “ The Townswom ­
an’s A ndover,”  in  a 1964 Townsm an,

and B e rn ice  H a g g e rty , th e n  o f  the 
A ndo ver H is to rica l C om m ission and 
who owned one o f the o r ig in a l p ins, 
w ith  po in ting h im  to M r. W hiting.

He then found Townsman artic les in 
1913 and 1916 that firs t connected M r. 
W h itin g  to the tow n seal, and w h ich  
suggested that his 1896 p in  influenced 
the design o f the 1900-1902 mosaic o f 
the seal on the floo r o f the Old Town 
Hall.

M r. W h iting ’s design was adapted to 
the  o f f ic ia l  to w n  seal in  1899 by 
W illia m  H arnden Foster, age 12, and 
w as accepted by  T o w n  M e e tin g  on 
M arch 5, 1900. M r. W rig ley notes that 
the  o r ig in a l to w n  seal, designed in  
1855, was a typographical design w ith  
no p ic to ria l elements.

A  m o re  p ro fe ss io n a l d ra w in g  by 
Edw ard Sherman im proved on young 
Foster’s version in  1905-1906. His, and 
one hy Ethel Coolidge in 1919 or 1920, 
are the two offic ia l town seals s till used 
today.

B u t the  m ost w id e ly  k n o w n  and 
a r tis t ic a lly  im pressive vers ion o f the 
seal and M r. W h iting ’s design is proba­
bly the 6-foot wide mosaic on the lobby 
flo o r o f O ld Tow n H a ll, acco rd ing  to 
M r. W rigley.

“ I t  was ins ta lled  there on Oct. 24, 
1902, and looks as b r ig h t and new in 
1992,”  M r. W rig ley said.

It was designed and drawn as a “ car­
toon,”  to be used as a w o rk in g  docu­
m ent fo r the m osaic is t, by Perley F. 
G ilb e r t, an a rc h ite c t and d ra ftsm a n  
commissioned by the 1905 Town Meet­
ing to im prove the 1957 build ing.

The best M r. W rigley could come up 
w ith  was tha t the probable m osaicist 
was Elias Galassi, o f the M urdock par­
lo r G rate co. o f Boston, who possib ly 
left a whim sica l signature in the black 
grass shapes in  back o f the In d ia n ’s 
feet. I f  looked at upside down, a cryp tic  
suggestion  o f h is  f i r s t  nam e can be

seen, “ w hich would be na tu ra l for the 
mosaicist o f th is  ou tstand ing  w o rk  o f 
art to do,” M r. W rigley said.

M r. W h it in g  d ied  in  1916, and is 
buried in  Spring Grove Cemetery, but 
M r. W rig ley  feels his c o n tr ib u t io n  to 
the town should not be forgotten.

“ I th in k  a p laq ue  to  h o n o r h is  
achievement should be erected on the 
w all o f his shop,” M r. W rig ley said.

P a in t in g  C u ts h a m a c h e
One aspect o f h is  book, w h ic h  he 

expects to publish himself, attempts to 
p a in t an a ccu ra te  p ic tu re  o f C u t­
shamache, according to M r. W rigley.

“ O u r h is to r ia n s  d ism iss  h im , the 
sym b o l and be ne fa c to r o f A n d o ve r, 
very un fa irly , as a ‘spy and tra ito r ' to 
h is  ow n people and a ‘stooge’ to the 
w h ite  man. 1 have discovered that he 
was a great tra g ic  hero to h is  people 
w ith  a fasc in a ting  h is to ry , in c lu d in g  
h is  s ta r tin g  o f the Pequot W ar,”  M r. 
W rig ley said.

The book also d isco u rse s  on the 
o r ig in a l se ttle m en ts  o f A n d o ve r, o f 
w h ich  there were three, acco rd ing to 
M r . W rig le y . T h e re  a re  peop le  in  
A ndover and N orth Andover who don’t 
pa rticu la r ly  like  some o f his discover­
ies, M r. W rig ley  said, because it d is ­
counts long held beliefs tha t fam ilies  
had roots in  the o r ig in a l settlem ent, 
w hen a c tu a lly  it  was the  second o r 
th ird  settlement.

A  re tired  a rt professor, M r. W rigley 
lik e s  to read and  is a w a te r  c o lo r 
pa in ter. He plans to pub lish h is  book, 
w h ic h  he said changes the accepted 
h is to ry  o f Andover, h im se lf unless he 
finds a w illin g  publisher.

N e w s  u p d a te  on  
p a rk  g ra f f i t i

At Tow nsm an  press tim e W ednes­
d ay  a f te rn o o n , s ix  to 10 m id d le - 
school stud en ts  w ere p a in tin g  over 
th e  g ra f f i t i  a t T h e  P a r k 's  gazebo 
u n d e r  th e  sup e rv is io n  o f D etective 
D av id  G ra n t. T h e  s to ry  o f po lice  
identifying these and o th er students 
re s o n s ib le  fo r v a r io u s  g ra ff i t i  in 
Andover is on page 2.


